Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Elements Years 1-6

Music Curriculum Map

Nursery

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

Respond emotionally and physically
to music when it changes.

Move and dance to music.

Anticipate phrases and actions in
rhymes and songs.

Explore their voices and join in with
songs and rhymes, making some
sounds.

Christmas Show rehearsal

Begin to use movement and facial
expressions in short story
performances.

Use a loud, clear voice to project
speaking and singing to an audience.

Follow instructions on using space
and movement.

Enjoy and take part in moving and
dancing to music copying actions.
such as ‘Reindeer hokey pokey’ song

Play instruments identifying which to
bang, scrape, or tap.

Make rhythmical and repetitive
sounds.

Explore a range of sound-makers and
instruments

Dance unit in PE (see Physical
Development Area)

Move and dance to music creating
your own actions.

Listen to music with increased
attention to sounds (high, low, fast,
slow).

Remember and sing entire songs.

Sing the pitch of a tone sung by
another person (‘pitch match’).

Begin to use body percussion during
a performance.

Respond to what they have heard,
expressing their thoughts, ideas and
feelings.

Sing the melodic shape (moving
melody, such as up and down, down
and up) of familiar songs.

Create their own songs or improvise
a song around one they know.

Play instruments with increasing
control to express their feelings and
ideas.

Reception

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

Me!

Our World

Big Bear Funk

Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.

Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and
responses.

Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings
and responses

Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following
the melody.
Christmas Show rehearsal

Use body percussion during a performance.
Identify tapping, banging, shaking and scraping instruments.

Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.

Sing in a group (or on their own), matching the pitch and following a melody.

Sing and dance in a group (or on their own), matching the pitch and following
a melody whilst moving in time to the music (copying movement patterns).

Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when
appropriate) try to move in time with music.




Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Elements Years 1-6

1

PLANNING &
DOCUMENTS

2

PLANNING &
DOCUMENTS

3

PLANNING &
DOCUMENTS

4

PLANNING &
DOCUMENTS

5

PLANNING &
DOCUMENTS

6

PLANNING &
DOCUMENTS

My Musical
Heartbeat

123 45 6

Dance, Sing and
Play!

12 3 45 6

Exploring Sounds

12 3 45 6

Learning to Listen

1,2 3 45 6

Pulse, Rhythm and
Pitch

12 3 4 5 6

Playing in an
Orchestra

12 3 45 6

Inventing a Musical
Story

12 3 45 6

Recognising
Different Sounds

12 3 4 5 6

Writing Music
Down

12 3 4 5 6

Playing in a Band

12 3 45 6

Compose Using
Your Imagination

12 3 45 6

More Musical
Styles

12 3 4 5 6

Musical Structures

12 3 4 5 6

Exploring Feelings
When You Play

12 3 45 6

Compose with Your
Friends

12 3 45 6

Feelings Through
Music

1,2 3 45 6

Melody and
Harmeny in Music

123 45 6

Sing and Play in
Different Stuyles

12 3 45 6

Composing and
Chords

12 32 45 6

Enjoying Musical
Styles

1,2 32 45 6

Music and
Technology

123 45 6

Developing
Ensemble Skills

12 3 45 6

Creative
Composition

12 3 45 6

Musical Styles
Connect Us

1,2 3 4 5 6

Having Fun with
Improvisation

1,2 3,4 5 6
Exploring
Improvisation
1,2 3, 4 5 6
Enjoying
Improvisation

1,2 3,456

Expression and
Improvisation
1,2 3, 4 56
Freedom to
Improvise

1,2 3 4 5 6

Improvising with
Confidence

1,234 5 6

U

Let's Perform

Together!
1,2 3,45 6

Our Big Concert

1,2 3,4 5 6

Opening Night

1,2 3,45 6

The Show Must Go
On!

1,2 3,45 6

Battle of the
Bands!

1,234 5 6

Farewell Tour

1,2 3,45 6
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Musicianship Activities: Understanding Music, Improvise Together

Notation Elements: Pulse, Rhythm, Pitch, Tempo, Dynamics

Children will:

Year 1

Use body percussion,
instruments and waicas.

Find and keep a steady
beat together.

Begin to move in time
with a steady beat/'pulse.

Copy bock simple long
and shart rhythims with
clapping.

Capy bock singing simple
high and low patterns.

Start ta know and
demanstrate the
difference between pulse,
rhigthm and pitch.

Year 2

Use bady percussian,
instrumeants and voices.

Move in time and keep a
steady beat tagether.

Create their owm rhythmic
and meladic pattéms.

Continue to copy boack
simple rhythmic patterns
using long and short.

Continue to copy bock
simple meladic potterns
using high and low.

Understand the difference
batweaean creating a
rhythm patterm and a
pitch pattem.

5ing short phrases
independently.

Continue to learn to
watch and follow a
steady baat

Year 3

Use body percussion, instrumeants
and voicas.

Explore the time signotures of 2/4,
3/4 and 4/4.

Internalise, keep and move in time
with a steady beat in 4/4, 34 and
214 time.

Find and keep a steady beot.

Listen and copy more caomplesx
rhiythmic patterrs by ear ar fram
natation.

Copy bock more complax maladic
patterns.

Copy bock and improvise with
rhythmic potterns using minims,
cratchets, quawers and thair
aquivalent rests.

Copy bock and improvise simpla
rhiythmic pattarrs using
samibreves, minims, dotted
cratchets, crotcheats, quavers and
thair rests.

Year 4

Explore improvisation
within major and minar
scales, using the notes:
C,OLE

O, E A

F.G A

OFG

Explore and bagin to
create persanal musical
idaas using the given notes
for the unit

Understand thiat
improvisation is about the
children making up their
own very simple tunas on

the spot.

Follow a steady beat and
stay “in imea”.

Improvise simple vocal
patterns using "guestion
and answer phrases.

Understand the difference
bebween creating a rhythm
pattern and a pitch pattern.

Year 5

Use body percussion,
instruments and voices.

Explore the time signatures

of 24, 34, 44, 54 and BE.

Find and keep a steoady
beat.

Listen and copy rhythmic
pottarns maode of dotted
minims, minims, dottad
cratchets, crotchets, dotted
guawvers, triplet guovers,
guovers, semiguavers and
their rests, by ear ar from
notation.

Copy bock melodic
patterns using the notes:
C,D.E

C,0.E.F G, A,

BO.E . F& G, A

AL B C D EFEG

F.G A B C,D.EG, A B,
C,D.E, F=

Find and keep a steady
bect.

Year &

Use body percussion,
instruments and voices.

Explore the time
signatures of 2/4, 3/4,
4/4, 5/4 and &/8.

Find and keep o steody
bt

Listen and capy
rhigthmic potterns made
of minims, dotted
crotchets, crotchets,
dotted quavers, triplet
GUOVETS, QUOVErS,
semiguovers and their
rests, by ear or fram
reobarticn.

Copy bock melodic
patterns using the notes:
D,E.F G A
C.0OLE.F.G.A B

G A B CDEFs

D,E Fz,G, A B, C#

&8, 8 CDEFG
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Year 1

Year 2

Begin to understand that

the speed of the beot can
change, creating o faster

or slawer poce (tempa).

Play capy-boack rhythms,
copy a leader, and invent
rhythms for others to
copy on untuned and
tuned percussion.

Create rhythms using
word phraoses as a
starting paint.

Racognise long and shart
sounds, and match them
to syllobles and
moverment.

Year 3

Copy bock and improvise simple
melodic patterns using the notes:
C,DE
5. 4B
FG A
A B . C

Understand the beginnings of
farmal notation, linking sounds to
symbols, and understand that
music has its awn languoge.

Start l2arning about basic music

theary:

& |ntroduce and understand the
differences between crotchets
and paired quovers.

= Play and sing in the tima
signatures of 2/4, 3/ and 4/4.

= Craate rhythms using word
phrases as a starting point

= |dentify the names of some
pitched notas an o stawvea.

= |dentify if a song 5 major or
minar in tonality.

Year 4

Year 5

Listen and copy rhythmic
patterns mode of dottad
minims, minims, dotted
cratchets, crotchets, dotted
guavers, triplet guavers,
guivers, semiguavers and
their rests, by ear or from
notatian.

Copy back variows melodic
patterns.

Year 6

Listen and capy
rhythmic pattermns made
of minims, dotted
cratchets, crotchets,
dotted quovers, triplet
GUOVETS, QUOVErS,
semiguavers and their
rests, by ear or fram
notation.
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Activity: Listening (Listen and Respond)

Elements: Pulse, Rhythm, Pitch, Tempo, Dynamics, Timbre, Texture, Structure

Children will:

Year 1

Mowve, dance and respand
inany way they can when
listening.

Drescribe their thoughts and
feelings when listaning ta
the music, including why
they like ar don't like the
music.

Talk about any instruments
they might heor and
perhops identify them.

Recognise some band and
archastral instruments.

Identify a fost or slaw
tempa.
Identify loud and quist

sounds as an introduction
to understanding dynamics.

Talk about any ather music
they have heard that is
similar

Beagin to understand whare
the music fits in the world.

Beagin to understand
different styles of music.

Year 2

Find and try to keap a
steady beat.

Invent differant actions to
mowve in time with the
Music.

Move, dance and respond
with their bodias in any
way they can.

Dascribe their thoughts
and feelings when hearing
the music.

Dascribe whot they seein
their individuol
imaginations whean
listening ta the piece of
MUuSIc.

Talk obaut why they like ar
don't like the music.

Talk abaut any other music
thiey hawve heard thaot is
similar.

ldentify a fast ar slow
tempo.

Year 3

Talk obout the style of tha
Music.

Share their thoughts and
feelings about the music
together.

Find the beat or groowve of
the music.

Invent differant actions to
mave in time with the
music.

Talk about what the song
or piece of music means.

Talk about the style of thea
MUSKC.

Identify and describe their
feelings when hearing the
music, including why they

like or don't like the music.

Usa appropriote musical
language to describe and
discuss the music.

Start to use musical
concepts and elements
mare confidently when
talking about the music.

Year 4

Talk about the wards of the
5004

Think about why the song or
piece of music was written.

Find and demonstrote the
steady beaot.

Identify 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4
metre.

Identify the tempo as fost,
slow or steady.

Discuss the structures of
SON05.

Explain what a main theme
is and identify when it is
repeoted.

Identify:

= Coall and response

= A sala
vocalinstrumental lne
and the rest of the
ensamble

= A change in texture - The
articulation of certain
wiards

= Pragramme music

Year 5

Talk obaut feslings creatad
by the music.

Justify o personal apinion
with reference to the
mugical elements.

Find and demonstrate the
stendy beaat

|dentify 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/3
and 5/4 metre.

ldentify instruments by ear
and thraugh a range af
media.

Diiscuss the structure of tha
music with reference to the
wvarses, bridge, repeat
signs, charus and finaol
chorws, improvisation, call

and responsa, and AB form.

Explain a bridge passoge
and its pasition in o song.

Racall by ear memarable

phrases haard in the music.

Explain the role of a main
theme in musicol structure.

Year &

Talk aobout feelings created
by the music.

Justify a personal opinian
with reference to tha
musicol alaments.

Identify 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8
and 5/'4 metre.

Identify the following
instruments by ear and
through a range of meadia:
bass guitar; electric guitar;
percussion; sections aof the
archestra such as brass,
woodwind and strings;
alactric argan; congas;
piano and synthesisers;
and vocal technigques such
as scot singing.

Identify the sound of a
Gaspel chair aond soloist, a
Rock band, a symphony
archastra and A cappella
groups.

Discuss the structure of the
music with reference to thea
wverse, charus, bridge and
instrumentol braak.
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Year 1

Year 2

Mark the beat of a listening
piece by tapping or
clopping, and recognise
tempo as well as changes
in termpo.

ldentify laud and quiet
sounds as an introduction

to understanding dynamics.

Woalk in time to the beat of
o pigce of music.

Describe differences in
tempo and dynamics with
more confidence.

Recognise some band and
orchestral instrumeants.

Continue ta talk about
where music might fit into
thie warld.

Begin to understand that
thiere are different styles of
MuSIc.

Discuss the style(s) of the
Music.

Discuss what the song or
piece of music might ba
about.

Year 3

H‘E(‘:ﬂgl‘liSE that somea
instrumeants are band
instrumeants and some are
orchestral instruments.

ldentify specific instruments
if they can.

Talk abaut where the music
fits into the world.

Think about and discuss
whiy the song or piece of
music was written and whoat
it might mean.

Discuss the style of the
music and any ather music
they hove heard thot is
similar.

Year 4

Know and understand what
a musical introduction is
and its purpose.

Racall by ear memarabls
phrases heard in the music.

entify major and minar
tonalities.

Recognise the sound and
notes of the pentatanic
soale by ear and fram
notation.

Describe legoto and
staccata.

Recognise the style of
music they are listening to.

Recognise the following
styles and any impartant
musical features that
distinguish each style: 20th
and 215t Century
Orchestral, Reggae, Soul,
REB. Pop, Folk, Jazz, Disco,
Musicals, Classical. Rock,
Gaspal, Romantic, Charal,
Funk and Electronic Dance
Music.

Year 5

Understand whaot a musical
intraduction is and know its
purpose.

Explain rapping.

Identify major and minar
tonalities.

Recognise the sound and
nates of the pentatanic and
Blues scales, by eor and
from notation.

Identify the musical style of
a song or piece of music.

Recognise the following
styles and any key musical
features that distinguish
aach style: 20th and 21st
Century Orchestral, Gospeal,
Pop, Minimalism, Rack i’
Roll, South African Pop,
Jazz: Cantemporary,
Reggoe, Film Music, Hip
Hop, Funk, Romantic and
Musicals.

Year &

Explain a bridge possaoge
and its position in a song.

Recall by ear memorable
phrasas heard in the music.

Explain the rale of a main
themea in musical structure.

Understand what a musical
intreduction and outro are
and know their purpose.

|dentify major and minor
tonalities and chard triods.

Identify the musical style of
O s0ng, using some musical
vocabulary to discuss its
musical elaments.

Recognise the following
styles and any key musical
feoturas thot distinguish the
style: 20th and 21st Century
Orchastral, Soul, Pop, Hip
Hap, Jazz: Swing, Rock,
Dizco, Romantic,
Zimbabwean Pop, REB,
Folk, Gospel, Salsa,
Reggoe, Musicals and Film
Music.



Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Elements Years 1-6

Activity: Singing (Learn to Sing the Song)
Elements: Pulse, Rhythm, Pitch, Tempo, Dynamics, Structure

Children will:

Year 1

Sing, rap or
rhyme as part
afa
chair/graup.

Bagin ta
demanstrate
good singing
posture —
standing up
straight with
reloxed
shoulders.

5ing unit songs
from memory.

Pertiops haove a
go at singing a
solo.

Try to
undearstand the
meaning af the
SO0,

Try to follow
the leader or
conductor.

Add octions
andiar
miovament to a
S0

Year 2

Sing as part of
a choir

Have a go at
Singing a salo.

Demoanstrate
gaad singing
posture.

Sing sangs
from memary.

Sing with more
pitch
acouracy.
Understand
and follow the

leader ar
caonductor.

Sing and try to
communicate
the maaning
of the words.

Listen for
baing ‘in time’
or "out of time'.

add actions

and perhaps
movement to
o song.

Year 3

Sing as part of a chair and in
LINiSomn.

Hawve a ga at singing a sola.

Demanstrate gaod singing
posture.

Sing the unit songs fram meamaory.

5ing with ottention to clear
diction.

5ing more expressively, with
attention to breathing and
phrasing.

Dizcuss what the song or piece
of music might be about.

Fallaw the leader ar conductar
confidently.

Sing with ottention to the
meaaning of the words.

Listen for being ‘in time’ or "out of
time”, with an awareness of
following the beat.

Perfarm octions confidently and
in time.

Sing a widening range of unison
songs, of varying styles and
structures.

Year 4

Sing as part of a chair with
awareness of size: the largear
the chair, the thicker and richer
the musical texture.

Rehearse and learm sangs fram
memorny and'ar with notatiaon.

Sing in different time
signoturas: 244, 3/4 and 4/4.

Demonstrate goad singing
postura.

Demonstrate vowal sounds,
blended sounds and
consonants.

Sing ‘on pitch’ and “in time,
Sing exprassively, with

attention to breathing and
phrasing.

Sing exprassively, with
attention to stoccoto and
legato.

Talk abouwt the different styles
af singing wsed for different
styles of song.

Talk about how the songs and
thair styles connect to the
world.

Year 5

5ing in unisan and parts, and as
part of a smaller group.

5ing a secaond part in a song.

Rehearse and leam sangs fram
meamaory and/ar with notation.

Sing in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 5/4 and &/8
meatre.

5ing 'on pitch’ and "in timeat
Self-carract if lost or out of time.

5ing expressively, with attention
to breathing and phrasing.

5ing expressively, with attention
to dynamics and articulatian.

Devalop canfidence as a
soloist.

Talk about the different styles of
singing used for different styles
of sang.

Talk confidently abaut how
connectad they feel to the
music and how it connacts to
the warld.

Respond to a leader or
conductar.

Year 6

Rehiearse and learn songs from
memory and/or with notation.

Sing a brood range of songs as part of
a chair, including those thot immbea
syncopated rhythms, with a goad
sense of ensemble and performance.

This should include abserving rhythm,
phirasing, accurate pitching and
appropriate style.

Continue ta sing in parts, whera
oppropriate.

Sing in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 5/4 and &/8.

Demonstrate and maintain good
posture and breath control whilst
SiNging.

Sing with and withaut an
occompanimeant

5ing syncopated melodic patterms.
Lead o singing rehearsal

Talk about the different styles of
singing usad in the various styles of
song wvisited throughout this year.

Discuss with one another how
connected they are to the music and
songs, and how the songs and styles
are connected to the warld.
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Activity: Playing Instruments (Play Your Instruments with the Song)
Elements: Pulse, Rhythm, Pitch, Tempo, Dynamics, Timbre, Texture, Structure

Children will:

Year 1

Rehearse and
learn to play a
simple melodic
instrumental part
by aar.

Ploy a part ona
tunad ar untunad
instrument by sar.

Learn to treat
instruments
carafully and with
respect.

Reheorse and
perform their parts
within the context
of the unit song.

Leam to play
together with
everybady while
keeping in time
with a steady
beat.

Perform short,
repeating rhythm
patterns [ostinati
ar riffs) while
keeping in timea
with a steady
beat.

Year 2

Rehearse and leamn
to play a simple
melodic
instrumental part by
aar.

Play a part ona
tunad ar untunad
instrument by aar
{either Part 1, Part 2
ar the optional Easy
Part).

Rehearse and
perform their parts
within the context of
the unit song.

Leam to treat
instruments
carafully and with
respect.

Ploy together as a
group while keeping
in time with a steady
beat.

Perform shiort,
repeating rhugthim
potterns (ostinati or
riffs) while keeping
in time with a steady
beat.

Year 3

Rehearse and learn to play a
simple mealadic instrumental
part, by ear ar from noatatian,
in C majar, F majar, G major
and E major.

Develop focility in playing
tuned percussion or a
meladic instrument, such os
the vialin or recorder.

Play o part on a tuned
instrument by ear ar fram
notation.

Play the instrumental part
they are camfortable with
and swap when appropriate.

Treat instruments carefully
and with respect.

Play the right notes with
secure rhuthms.

Play together as a group
while keeping the beaat

Listen to and follow musical
instructions from a leader.

Play their instruments with
gaad pasture and technigue.

Year 4

Rehearse and keamn
to play a simpla
maladic
instrumental part,
by ear or fram
notatian, in C major,
F major, G majar, D
major and O minar.

Rehearse and

perform their parts
within the context of
the unit song.

Treot instruments
carefully and with
respeact.

Play the right notes
with secure rhythms.

Ploy together as a
group while kaaping
the beat.

Listen to and follow
musical instructions
fram a leader.

Ploy their
instruments with
good pasture and
technique.

Year 5

Rehearse and learn to play one
of fouwr differentiated
instrumental parts, by ear ar
from nototion, in the tonal
centrés of C major, F major, G
major, EF majar, C minor and D
minar.

Play a part on a tuned
instrument, by ear or from
nototion.

Treat instruments carefully and
with respect.

Play the right notes with secure
rfgthms.

Rehearse and parform their
parts within the context of the

unit Sorng.

Play together as a group while
keeping the baat.

Listen to and fallow musical
instructions from o leader.

Play their instruments with good
posture.

Begin to understand how to
reheaarse a pieca of music in
order to improve.

Year 6

Rehaarse and leam to ploy ane of four
differentioted instrumental parts, by ear ar
from notation, in the tonol centres of C
mgjar, F major, & major, D major, E major, A
migjar, Er major, D minar and F minar.

Play a melady, following staff notation
written on one stawve and using notes within
an actove range; make decdisions about
dynamic range, including very loud
(fortissimol), very quiet (planissimo),
moderately loud (mezzo farte) and
moderately quiet (mezzo piana).

Play a part on o tuned instrumeant, by ear or
from notation.

Treat instruments carefully and with respect.

Play the right notes with sacure rhythms.
Rehaarse and perfarm their parts within the
context of the unit song.

Play together with everybody while keaping
the beat

Listan to and follow musical instructions
from a leader.

Play their instrumeants with good posture.

Understand how to rehearse a piece of
music in order ta improwe.
Play a more complex part.
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Creating: Improvising (Improvise with the Song)
Elements: Pulse, Rhythm, Pitch, Tempo, Dynamics, Structure

Children will:

Year 1

Explore improvisation
within a major and
minar scale, using the
notes:

C.DE

D, E A

FG A

DFRG

Explore and begin to
create parsonal
musical ideas using
the given notes far the
unit.

Understand that
improvisation is about
the children making up
their awn very simple
tunes on the spot.

Follaw a steady beat
and stay in time"

Improvise simple vocal
patterns using
"guestion and answer'
phroses.

Understand the
difference between

creating a rhuythm
pattern and a pitch

pattern.

Year 2

Explore improvisation
within o major scale,
using the notes:
C,D.E

C,G A

G, A B

F. G, &

Bagin to create
persanal musical
idaas using the given
riobes.

Understand that
impravisation s
about the children
making up their own
very simple tunes an

the spot.

Follow o steady beat
and stoy “in time".

Wark with pariners
and in the closs to
impravise simple
"guestion and
answer' phraseas, to
be sung and played
on untuned
pErcussion, creating
a musical
cormersatian.

Year 3

Explore improvisation
within a major scala,
using the notes:
C.D.E

C.DLEFRG

C.D,E. G A

G A BG A BDOE
G. A BCD

F.G AFG ACD

Structure musical ideas
{eg wsing echo ar
‘guestion and arswear'
phrases) to create music
that has a baginning,
middle and end.

When improvising,
fallow o steady beat
and stay ‘in time".

Bacome more skillad in
improvising; perhaps try
more notes and
rhiythms, including rests
ar silent beats.

Think abaut creating
music with ‘phrases’
miade up of notes, rather
than simply lots of notes
played ane after the
ather.

Year 4

Explore
impravisation within
a major scale, using
the notes:

C.D.E

C,D.E.G. A
C.OE.FG

O, E, F#

OE F&, A B

Explare
impravisation within
a major scale, using
mare notes.

Imiprovise wsing a
limited range of
pitcheas on the
instruments they
ara learning,
making use of
musical feotures,
including smooth
{lagato) and
detachead (staccata)
articulation.

Imiprovise over a
simple chard
pragressian
fgraove.

Year 5

Explore improvisation within a major and minor
scale, using the following notes:

CDEMNEG

CDEFRG

C.DLE G A

F. & A B C

OLE.FG A

Improvise owver a simple groove, responding ta

the beat and creating a satisfying melodic shape.

Expeariment with using a wider range af
dyramics, including very loud (fortissima), very
guiat [pianiesima). moderately loud (mezzo forta)
and maderately quist [mazza piana).

Follow a steady beat and stay ‘in time

Become more skilled in impravising; perhaps try
mare notes and rhythms.

Become more skilled in impravising; perhaps try
to use melodic jumps (intervals) that might get
higher and lower.

Explore rhuthm patterns created from guavers,
crotehets, semiquavers, minims and their rests.
Include rests or silent beats.

Think about creating music with “phrases” made
up of notes, rather than just lots of notes ployed
one ofter the other.

Include smooth (legato) ond detached (staccato)
articulation when ploying notes.

Year 6

Explore improvisation within
a major scale, using the
notes:

CDEFRG

G A BrC D

G4 BCD

F.G ACD

Improvise owver o groave,
raspanding to the beat,
creating o satisfying
maladic shape with varied
dyramics and articulation.

Follow a steady beat and
stay “in tima”.

Become more skilled in
imprawising, perhaps trying
mare notes and rhgthms.

Include rests ar silent beats.

Think about creating music
with ‘phrases’ made up of
notes, rather than just lots
of notes ployed aone after
the other.

Chaollenge themselvas to
play for longer periads,
both as soloists and in
response to others ina
graup.



Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Elements Years 1-6

Creating: Composing (Compose with the Song, Create a Graphic Score, Compose with a Theme, Music Notepad,

Quickbeats)

Elements: Pulse, Rhythm, Pitch, Tempo, Dynamics

Children will:

Year 1

Begin to
understand thiat
composing is like
writing a stary with
music.

Explore sounds and
craate their own
melody.

Perform their simple
composition's using
twia, thrae, four or
five notes.

Use simple notation

if appropriote:

s Craate a simpla
malady using
crotchets and
minimms.

O

.OLE
DLE.F
D.E.F G

0 00n

Start and end on
the note C.

Year 2

Continue to
understand that
cOmposing is like
writing o story with
IMUSic.

Perfarm their simpla
composition's wsing
twen, three, four or
five notas.

Start their tuna's on
note one and and it
on nate ona.

Usea simple notation

if appropriate:

= Creote o simple
melody using
crotchets and
Mminims.

C.D
C.D.E
C.D.LEF
C.DLEFRG

Start and end on the
note C {C major)

Year 3

Create a simple mealody
using crotchets, minims
and perhaps paired
UOVETS:

C.D

C.D,E

C.D,E G

C.D.E G, A

Start and end on the note
C (pentatanic on C).

nnnn
oooo
mm m

.D,E F

.D,E.F, &

Start and end on the note
C (T major).

F. G

F. G, A

F. G, A, BF

F. G, A BF C

Start and end on tha note
F (F major).

Year 4

Craate a melody using cratchets,

minims, guavers and thair rasts.

Use a pentatonic scale:
C.D

C,DE

C.D.E.G

C,0.E. G A

Start and and on the note C
{pentatonic on C).

c.D
C,.D.E
C.D.E.F
C.DLEFRG

Start and end on the nate C (C
magar).

AB

A B C

A BCD
A BCDE

Start and end on the note & (&
miror).

Year 5

Create a melady using
crotchets, guovers and
minims, and parhaps
samibreves and
samiquawvers, plus all
equivalent rests.

Use g pentotonic ond o
full scole.

Use major and minar
tanality:

F.G

F.G A

F. G A Bk

F.G A Bk C

Start and end on the notea
F [F majar).

G, A
G, A B
G,A B, C
G.AB.C.D

Start and end on the nota
&[G majar).

Year 6

Craate a melody using crotchets,
quavers and minims, and perhaps
samibreves and semiguavers, plus all
equivalent rests.

Use a pentotonic and a full scale.

Use major and minor tonality:

nnnn
oooo
mimm

.O,.EF
D,EEFG

Start and end on the note C [C major).

L

G. 4B
.48 B,D
.4 B.0E

Start and end on the note G
{pantatanic an &).

G, Bk

G, Bk, C
G.Be,.C.D
G Bk C.DLF

Start and end on the note G (minar
pentatonic on G)



Year 1

G

FG A
FG AC
F.G,ACD

Start and end on the note F.

D, F
D.F.G

D, FG, A
D,FG A C

Start and end an the noate D

Bagin to explore and create

using graphic scores:

= Creagte musicol sound
effects and short
sequences of sounds in
respanse to music and
videa stimuli.

= Use grophic symbaols, dot
notation and stick notation,
o5 apprapriote, to keap o

record of composed pieces.

= Create a story, chaasing
and playing classroom
instruments.

= Create and perform your
own rhythm patterns with
stick notation, including
crotchets, quavers and
minims.

& Use music technology, if
available, to capture,
change and combine
sounds.

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Elements Years 1-6

Year 2

G, A

G A B

G A B.D
G A B.DE

Start and end an the note G
[pentatonic an G).

F.G

F. G, A
F.G A C
F.G A CD

Start and end an the note F
[pentatonic an F

Explare and create graphic
sCares:

Create musical sound effects
and short saquences of
s50unds in responss o music
and video stimuli.

Use graphic symbals, dat
notation and stick notation,
as appropriate, to keep a
record of composed pieces.
Create o story, choosing and

playing clossroom
instruments.

Create and perform yaur
awn rhythm poatterns with
stick notation, including
crotchets, guavers and
minims.

Use music technoloagy, if
available, to capture, change
and dambine sounds.

Year 3

G, A

G A B

G A B D
& A B DE

Start and end on the
note & (pentotanic an
&)

Succassfully create a
melody in keeping with
the style of the bocking
track.

This could include:

s Composing over a
simple chord
prograssion

s Composing over a
simple grogwe

s Composing over a
drona.

Include o home note, to
give a sense of an
ending; coming hame.

Perfarm their simple
composition's, using
their awn choice of
notes.

Give the mealady o
shape.

Describe how their
melodies weare craated.

Year 4

D, E

D,EF
D,EF G
D.E.FG A

Start and end on the note
O (D minar).

G, A

G A B

& A B D
G, A BDE

Start and end on the note
& (pentatanic on (&).

Successfully create a
melody in keeping with
the style of the bocking
traock.

This could include:

& Composing over a
simple chord
pragressian

= Composing over a
simple groove

= Composing over a
dranea.

Include a home note to

give a sense of an ending;

coming hame.

Use music technologu, if
available, to capture,
change and combirne
sounds.

Year 5

G, A

G A B

& A BD
& A B DE

Start and end on the note
& (pentatanic on &)

Understand how chard
triods are formed and
ploy theam on tunad
percussion, meladic
instruments or keybaards.

Perfarm simple, chordal
otcampanimants.

Craate a melody using
crotchets, quavers and
minims, and perbaps
semibraves and
semiguavers, plus all
equivalent rests.

Use a pentotonic and a
full scale, as well as major
and minar tonalities.

Understand the structure
of the compasition.

Explain its musical shape,
identifying mealodic
intervals o melody that
leops] and meladic steps
{a melody that moves ta
the nasxt mote).

Year &

C.E

CEF
C.EFG
CEFG A

Start and end on the
note D (D minar).

F.G

F. G, A

F, G, &, Br

F.G A BFC

Start and end on the
note F (F major).

F.G
F. G, A
FGAC

Fe ACD

Start and end on the
note F (pentatonic an FL

Plan and compose an
eight or 16-beat mealodic
phrase using a
pentatonic scale, eq C,
D, E, 3, &, and
incarporate rhythmic
wariety and interast.

Play this melody an
ovailable tuned
percussion and/or
orchastral instruments.

Motate this melody.
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Year1 Year 2

Year 3

Stort to use simple structures
within compaositions, ag
introduction, verse and
chorus ar AB form.

Use simple dynomics.
Create a tempa instruction.

Compose song
accompanimants on tuned
and untunad percussian,
using known rhythms and
note values.

Usa simple riythmic
combinations of minims.
crotechets and paired quavers
with their coresponding rests
to create rhuythm pattems.

Music Notepad Compose a

stondalone piece of music

which includes:

& A time signature

= A treble claf

& Four or six bars

& The correct nates far the
scale and key signature

» Rhythmic combinations of
minims, crotchats and
pairad quawvers, with their
carresponding rasts

& Expression fdynamics - A
melady that starts and
ends on nate anea

& A description of how their
melodies were created.

Year 4

Start to use simple structures within compaositians. eg
intraduction, verse and chorus or AB form.

Usze simple dynamics.
Create o tempo instruction.

Composea song accompanimants on tuned and
untuned percussion, wsing known rhuthms and note
valuas,

Create a melady using crotchets, minims, quavers
and their rests.

Use a pantatonic scalea.

Begin to understand the structure of the
compasition.

Explain its musical shape, identifying maladic
intarvals (o melody that leaps) and melodic steps (o
melody that mowves to the next note).

Parform their simple compaosition's using their own
chaoice of notes.

Music Notepad Compose a standalone piece of
music which includes:
= A time signature
A treble clef
Four ar six bars
The carrect nates far the scale and key signature
Rhythmic combinations of minims, crotcheats and
pairad gquawers, with theair carresponding rests
» Expression/dynamics - Structured musicaol ideas
(=g using echo or "guéstion and answer phrases)
to create music that has a beginning, middle and
and
A melody that starts and ends on note ane
A description of how their meladies were created.

Year 5

Include a home nate to give a
sense of an ending; coming
harme.

Perfarm their simpla
campasition's, using their own
chaice of notes.

Successfully create a melody in
kaeping with the style of the
backing traock.

Create their compositionss with
an awarenass of the basic
chards in the bocking track.

Music Motepad

Campose a standalone piece of

music which includes:

& A time signature - A treble
claf

& [Four, six or eight bars

& The carrect notes for the
stale and key signature

& Rhythmic combinations of
semibreves, minims, crotchets
and paired quawers, with thair
corresponding rests

& Expression’dynamics

& Structured musicol ideas (eg
using aecho ar ‘guestion and
answer’ phrases) to create
music thot has o beginning,
middle and end

s A melody that starts and
ands an note one - A
description of how their
melodies were created.

Year 6

Either of these melodies con be
enhanced with rhythmic or simple
chardal accompanimant

Create o simple chord progressian.

Campase a ternary (ABA form)
piece.
Use available music softwarefapps

ta create and record it, discussing
how musical contrasts are achieved.

Use music technolagy, if available,
ta capture, change and combine
sounds.

Create music in response to music
and videao stimuli.

Start to use and understand
structures within compositions, eg
intraductions, multiple verse and
charus sections, AB form or ABA&
farm (ternary form).

Use rhythmic variety.

Compase song accompanimeants,
perhaps using basic chords.

Use g wider nange of dynamics,
including fortissimo {very loud),
pianissimo (wery guiet), mezzo forte
(moderately loud) and mezzo piang
(moderately quist).

Use g pantatonic and a full scals,
as well as major and minor
tonalities.



Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Elements Years 1-6

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year &

Craate a melody using crotchets, quavers and minims,
and perhiaps semibreves and semiguawers, plus all
aquivalent rasts.

Explain its musical shape, identifying melodic intervals
{a melady that leaps) and meladic steps (a melody
that mowves ta the next nate).

Include a home note to give a sense of an ending;
coming hame.

Perform their simple composition/s, using their own
choice of notes,

Suceessfully create a melady in keeping with the styla
of the backing track and describe how their maladies
were craated.

Create their composition's with an owareness of the
basic chords in the bocking track.

Music Notepad

Compase a standalane piece of music which includes:

& A time signature

Ao treble clef

Four, sie, 2ight or 12 bars

The correct notes for the scale and key signature

Rhythmic combinations of semibreves. minims,

crotchets, paired quavers, semigquawers and their

rests

Expression/dynarmics

& Structured musical ideas (eg using echo or
‘guestion and answer” phrasas) to create music
thot has a baginning, middle and end.

= A4 melody that starts and ends on note one.

= A description of how their melodias wera creatad.



Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Elements Years 1-6

Performing (Perform the Song)
Elements: Pulse, Rhythm, Pitch, Tempo, Dynamics, Timbre, Texture, Structure

Children will:

Year 1

Rehearse o song and perform it
to an audience, explaining wihy
the song was chosen.

Add actions and perhaps
mowvement to the sang.

Perform the song from mamary.
Follaw the leader or conductor.

Talk about the perfformance
afterwards, expressing what was
enjoued and what they think
could have been better.

When planning, rehaarsing.
intraducing and performing the
50N9:

& |ntroduce the perfarmance.

& Bagin to ploy tuned and
untunad instruments musically
within the perfarmance.

& Bagin to use the voice
exprassively and creatively by
singing simple songs.

= Bagin to ploy together as a
graup /band /fensamble.

& Show their understanding of
the Musical Spotlight and
Social Question, and how they
howe influenced the
perfarmance.

Year 2

Rehearseé a song and then
perfarm it to an audiencea,
explaining why theé song was
chosen.

Add octions to the song.

Show a simple understanding
of the Musical Spotlight and
Sodial Question, and how they
haee influenced the
performance.

Perfarm the song fram
MmeEmaory.

Follow the leader ar
conductor

Continue to play tuned and
untuned instruments musically
within the parformance.

Continue to use the wvoice
exprassively and creatively by
singing simple sangs.

Continue to play together as a
group ‘band fensemble.

Talk abaut the perfarmance
afterwards; saying what thay
enjoyed and what they think
could have been better.

Year 3

Plan, rehearse and
perfarm for an oudiencea
a song that has been
leearnt in the lesson, from
meamiory or with notation,
and with confidence.

Explain why the sang
weixs chosen.

Show their understanding
of the Musical Spotlight
and Social Question, and
hiow they hiove influenced
their perfarmance.

Follow the leader or
conductor.

Talk about the strengths
of the perfarmance, how
they felt and what they
weould like to change.

Introduce the
performance with an
understanding of wihat
the song is about and
comment an any other
ralevant connections.

Year 4

Rehearse and enjay the
opportunity to share whot
has been learnt in tha
lessans.

Perfarm, with confidence,
o song from memaory or
using notatian.

Play and perfarm
malodies fallowing staff
notation, using a small
ranga, as a whole class
of in smaoll growps.

Include instrumeantal
partsfimpravisatary
sections/composed
passages within the
refiearsal and
perfarmance.

Explain why the song
was chasen, including its
composer and the
historical and cultural
context of the sang.

Communicote the
maaning af the words
and articulote them
clearly.

Year 5

Craate, rehearse and
present a holistic
performance fara
specific purpase, foar a
friendly but unfamiliar
audisnce,

Perhaps perform in
smaller groups, as well
as with the whole closs.

Perform a range of
repertoire piecas and
arrangemants, combining
acoustic instruments to
farm mixed ensembles,
intluding a school
archastra.

Perform fram memaory ar
with notation, with

confidence and accuracy.

Include instrumental
partsfimprovisatory
sactions/compasad
passoges within the
rehearsal and
performance.

Year 6

Create, rebearse and
present a holistic
paerformance far a
spacific event, for an
unfamiliar audience, with
a detailed understonding
of the musical, cultural
and historical comntexts.

Parform a range of songs
as o choir in school
assamblias, school
parformance
opportunities and to a
wider oudience.

Parform from memaory ar
with notation.

Understand the value of
chareographing any
aspect of o performance.

Understand thea
impartance af the
parforming space and
fiowe to use it

Reheaarse and lead parts
af the perfarmance,
individually or as a
group.



Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Elements Years 1-6

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Include any actians,
instrurmental
partsfimprovisatory
ideas/compoasad passages
within the rehearsal and in
the parformance.

Raflact an fealings abaut
sharing and perfarming, g
axcitemeant, narves,
anjoyment, atc.

Year 4

Reflect on the parformance
and how well it suited the
OCCasion.

Discuss and réspond to any
feedbock; caonsider how
future performances might
be different.

Year 5

Explain why the song was
chasen, including its
composear and the historical
and cultural context of the
s0ng.

A stodent will lead part of
the rehaarsal and part of
the parfarmance.

Racord the perfarmance
and compoare it to a
previous perfarmance;
explain how well the
parformance
communicated the mood of
eadh piece.

Discuss and talk musically
abaut the strengths and
weaknassas of a
parformance.

Collect feedbock from the
audience and reflect on
hiowe future perfarmances
might be different.

Year &

Record the performancea
and compare it ta a
previous ane.

Collaect feedbock from the
audience and reflact an
haw the audience balieved
in‘supported the
performance.

Discuss how the
performance might change
if it were repeoted ina
largerfsmaller performance
spoce
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